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PENARTH  URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


Council  Offices, 

Albert  Road,  Penarth, 
April,  1926. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1925,  on  the  state  of  the  public  health  and  general 
sanitary  condition  of  the  District. 

The  report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Circular  648  (Wales)  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  which  requires  that  it 
shall  be  a survey  report,  showing  the  measure  of  progress  made  during 
the  preceding  five  years  in  the  improvement  of  the  public  health. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Population : — 

Census  1921  ...  ...  17,097. 

Estimated  1925  ...  ...  18,210. 

Area: — 2,508  acres,  including  306  acres  of  foreshore. 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1921)  ...  3,134 

No.  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census  1921)  ...  3,880 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £151,874 

General  District  Rate  Assessable  Value  ...  ...  £128,623 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate — Poor  Rate  ...  £629 

••  •»  •»  .»  General  District  Rate  £534 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES. 


The  Urban  District  of  Penarth  comprises  the  Parishes  of  Penarth, 
Cogan  and  Llandough,  the  latter  Parish  having  rural  characteristics. 

The  geological  structure  of  the  District  is  made  up  as  follows: 

Red  and  Grey  Marls  ...  ...  1,024  acres 

Lower  Lias  ...  ...  ...  507 

Estuarine  Mud  ...  250 

Rhoetic  ‘.  122  " 

Foreshore  ...  ...  ...  355 


The  elevation  above  sea  level  is  200  feet  in  the  northern  portion 
ot  the  area,  with  a gentle  slope  to  40  feet  at  its  southern  boundary. 

1 he  eastern  and  a portion  of  the  northern  boundaries  are  washed 
by  the  waters  of  the  Bristol  Channel,  which  pursues  its  course  towards 
the  southern  boundary,  therefore  any  winds  between  a north  easterly 
and  south  westerly  point  come  across  the  channel. 

The  district  is  exceptionally  well  wooded,  its  streets  being  for  the 

shade Part  aVCnUe*  °f  tree8’  which  in  the  summer  afford  a welcome 

It  i*  well  provided  with  recreation  grounds,  parks,  and  open  spaces. 
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and  possesses  to  the  fullest  extent  all  the  conveniences  and  comforts 
so  desirable  in  both  a residential  locality  and  a summer  seaside  resort, 
combining  all  the  advantages  of  a modern  well  equipped  town  with 
the  charm  of  country  life  and  the  healthy  breezes  of  the  seaside. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  district  is  divided  into  four  wards,  viz.,  North,  Central,  West 
and  South  Wards.  The  South  Ward  may  be  termed  the  residential 
portion  of  the  district,  the  majority  of  the  male  population  being 
merchants,  shipowners,  and  professional  men.  The  Central  Ward  is 
the  trading  centre  of  the  disterict,  whilst  the  population  of  the  North 
and  West  Wards  is  mainly  of  the  working  classes,  who  are  employed 
at  the  docks,  ship  repairing  yards,  railways,  and  at  the  brick  and 
cement  works,  the  latter  being  situated  outside  the  district  to  the  south 
of  the  town. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

TABLE  1. 

Showing  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates 
in  England  and  Wales,  Administrative  County  of  Glamorgan,  and  the 
Urban  Districts  of  the  County. 

Infant 


England  and  Wales 
Administrative  County  of  Glamorgan 

Urban  Districts — 

Aberdare 

Barry 

Bridgend 

Caerphilly 

Cowb  ridge 

Gelligaer 

Glyncorrwg 

Maesteg 

Mountain  Ash 

Neath  Borough 

Ogmore  and  Garw... 

Penarth 
Pontypridd 
Porthcawl 
Port  Talbot 
Rhondda 


Birth 

Death 

Mortality 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

18.3 

12.2 

75. 

21.8 

11.2 

83. 

17.0 

11.8 

98. 

21.1 

10.7 

81. 

20.9 

11.7 

35. 

25.8 

11.8 

103. 

20.6 

8.6 

nil. 

24.4 

11.3 

95 

27.0 

10.2 

60 

22.3 

11.0 

92 

22.0 

11.8 

89 

22.1 

11.6 

65 

22.1 

10.7 

96 

16.8 

10.4 

75 

23.1 

11.4 

85 

17.1 

13.0 

57 

22.6 

10.1 

60 

22.1 

12.1 

96 

Total  for  Urban  Districts 


21.9 


I 1.4 


87 
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I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  statistics  in 
the  above  Table,  which  shows  that  the  death  rate,  and  infant  mortality 
rate,  for  Penarth  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales,  the  Administrative  County  of  Glamorgan,  and  the  Urban  Dis- 
tricts in  the  County. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Births  | 

f Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

297 

9 

162 

5 

135 

4 

| Birth  rate 

16.8 

Deaths 

' 

190 

112 

78 

Death  rate 

10.4 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  6 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  2 
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TABLE  2. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1925. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male 

Female. 

All  Causes 

112 

78 

1. 

Enetric  Fever 

2. 

Small -pox 

3. 

Measles 

4 

2 

4. 

Scarlet  Fever 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

6. 

Diphtheria 

7. 

Influenza  ... 

3 

2 

8. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

9. 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

10. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

15 

4 

II. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

12. 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

10 

8 

13. 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

1 

14. 

Diabetes 

1 

15. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

5 

4 

16. 

Heart  Disease 

10 

13 

17. 

Arterio-sclerosis 

2 

3 

18. 

Bronchitis 

9 

3 

19. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

11 

8 

20. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

1 

21. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

22. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years)  ... 

1 

i 

23. 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

. . . 

24. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

. . . 

. . . 

25. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

2 

2 

26. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

... 

27. 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and 

Parturition 

* . • 

1 

28. 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation,  Prema- 

ture  Birth 

6 

2 

29. 

Suicide 

1 

30. 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

3 

3 

31. 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

27 

18 

10 

TABLE  IV. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Number  of  Cases  notified,  removed  to  Hospital,  and  Deaths. 


No.  Notified. 

Case*  admitted 
to  Hospital.  | 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  Pox 

0 

0 ! 

0 

Diphtheria 

7 

7 1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

16 

0 

Enteric  Fever,  including 
Paratyphoid 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

41 

1 

19 

Tuberculosis 

25 

0 

20 

Erysipelas 

7 

2 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

0 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—1 

... 

• • • 

... 

1—5 

2 

2 

• • > 

1 

5— 10 
10—15 
15—20 

2 

”i 

1 

1 

!" 

i 

... 

20—25 

3 

6 

i 

o 

25—35 

4 

• . • 

5 

2 

. . . 

... 

35—45 

. , , 

1 

5 

2 

45—55 

55—65 

65 

1 

* * * 

1 

• * * 

and  upwards 

... 

1 

* * * 

* * 

. . » 

Totals  ... 

10 

7 

4 

4 

15 

4 

1 3 

1 

i 

17 

8 

19 

1 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision 

un- 

impaired 

Vision 

unpaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  borne 

In  hospital 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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TABLE  V. 

Cases  notified  removed  to  Hospital,  and  deaths,  classified  according 

to  age. 


Erysipelas. 

•SH1»3Q 

to 

• • ; 

s 

: : : 

[Bjldiopi  O)  pSAOUlSJ. 

to 

'e-i  • 

: : ~ ' 

2 

•— 1 * 

•paiJIJOfJ  S3SB3 

to 

: : 

CN  CN  : «rH  vD 

2 

: : ! 

• • 

-H  ; ««-« 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

to 

2 

[Bjldsopj  0}  p3A0UM£ 

to 

w 

>r. 

• • 

: : 

• * T-< 

•patjUOfj  sbsbq 

to  ~ 

: i : 

2 : : : 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

i.  : 

IS  . ~ : 

: : - 

[BJldsopj  01  pBAOUlB^J 

to  : : 

s : : : 

•paijiioj^  sosb^ 

to  : ; ; 

2 : •"  : 

* * 

.S 

5 

o 

S 

1 

•SI|1BSQ 

Ut  ; — « ; 

v— • ■»— » 

<N  1 

-04  00 

2 *0  : : 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

11 

[BJldsopj  01  pOAOUlSy 

to 

• | 

• I • 

2 

— 

• I ^ 

•poyiJOfJ  ISSB^ 

C^  * v-»  O 

s ^ r*  *0 

: ~ ~ :o  c 

^ -- 

Scarlet  Fever. 

•S^IBBQ 

to 

2 

: • i 

• . 

[Blldsopj  oi  paAOUIO^J 

to 

^ co  -r- 

: so 

k. 

: CO  •*- 

; -f-  * r— « 

: o\ 

•pBtJlJO^  S3SB3 

to 

: : • 

^-1  • 

: 'O 

2 

: CO  -r-. 

: on 

Diptheria. 

to 

X 

• 

cpdsopj  01  pOAOUIOy 

to 

: cs  ; cn  ; 

: *o 

2 

• ' 

* * * 

: cn  ! 

•poljl}0fj  »SSB3 

to 

: • : 

: **  : •»»  cn 

: *o 

2 

• I r-”' 

; f : *■' 

• i 

: cn 

Age  Period. 

under  1 yen 

1—2 

2— 3 

3— 4 

4— 5 

5— 10 
10-15 
15—20 
20-35 
35-45 
45—65 

over  65 

12 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Of  the  seven  principal  Epidemic  Diseases,  1 1 deaths  were  regis- 
tered, giving  a death  rate  of  0.60  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS. 

Hospitals  and  other  Institutions  available  for  the  District. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — No  provision  is  made  for 
nursing  infectious  diseases  in  the  home,  but  a Queen’s  Jubilee  Nurse 
resides  in  the  district,  and  visits  and  nurses  the  sick  poor  in  their 
homes. 

Midwifery  Service. — There  are  seven  midwives  practising  in  the 
area,  six  trained  and  one  bona  fide.  None  are  employed  or  subsidised 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centres  are  established  at  the  Baby  Welfare  Institute,  “ Beecroft,” 
Stanwell  Road,  and  the  Methodist  Chapel,  Cogan.  Consultations  take 
place  twice  weekly  at  Penarth  (Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  from  3 
o’clock),  and  Fridays  at  Cogan  (from  3 o’clock). 

Ante  natal  consultations  are  held  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  each 

month  at  “ Beecroft,”  from  1 1 a.m.,  and  the  average  attendance  at 
each  clinic  is  about  12.  The  Council  has  made  arrangements  with 
the  Glamorgan  Education  Authority  for  the  services  of  a lady  dental 
surgeon  to  be  available  for  dental  treatment  of  expectant  mothers  and 
children  under  school  age. 

Hospitals  Provided  by  the  District  Council. 

Fever  Hospital  at  Llandough. 

Smallpox  Hospital  at  Lavernock,  without  the  District. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — The  Council  has  a Horse  Ambulance  for 
the  removal  of  infectious  cases  to  Hospital,  and  a Motor  Ambulance, 
owned  by  the  Red  Cross  Society,  is  available  for  non-infectious  and 
accident  cases. 

CATHERINE  JENKINS  INFANT  WELFARE  INSTITUTE, 
STANWELL  ROAD,  PENARTH. 

This  Institute  was  formally  opened  by  Mrs.  Maillard,  J.P.,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Council,  on  the  4th  March,  1925,  when  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Jenkins,  of  Glenside,  Cardiff,  who  generously  gave  their  former 
home,  “ Beecroft,”  to  the  Council  for  use  as  an  Infant  Welfare  Insti- 
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tute,  were  present.  They  were  presented  with  an  illuminated  address 
expressing  the  Council’s  gratitude  for  their  magnificent  gift. 

The  Institute  is  pleasantly  situated  at  the  junction  of  two  im- 
portant roads. 


Ground  Floor. — There  is  a commodious  Assembly  Room  (27  feet 
by  15  feet  6 inches),  with  two  bay  windows.  It  is  provided  with  a 
service  hatch,  and  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  kitchen  and  offices. 

Cloakroom  accommodation  is  provided,  together  with  a perambu- 
lator garage. 


The  garden  is  of  generous  proportions,  and  is  reserved  for  the  chil- 
dren s recreation.  Tea  is  served  to  mothers  on  the  lawn  after  the 
consultations  on  fine  Summer  afternoons. 


First  Floor.— Children’s  Play  Room,  22  feet  by  13  feet  6 inches 
A special  feature  has  been  made  of  this  room.  The  walls  are  treated 
with  Walpamur  of  a pleasing  tint,  with  a black  dado  upon  which  the 
children  may  chalk.  Above  the  dado  is  a striking  zoological  frieze, 
and  the  floor  is  cork  carpeted. 


• f r°f0d  ,Room aad  Office.  This  room  is  used  for  the  sale  of  special 
intant  foods  and  distribution  of  same  in  necessitous  cases.  It  is  also 
used  in  connection  with  the  Coal  and  Clothing  Clubs  of  the  Institute. 

Weighing  Room.— The  walls  and  woodwork  are  enamelled  white 
and,j/oom  's  fitted  Wlth  cubicles  constructed  of  metal  tubes  sus- 
pended  from  the  celling  and  hung  with  washable  cretonne  curtains. 
Lach  cubicle  is  furnished  with  a low  chair  and  an  enamel  bowl  for  the 
reception  of  the  children  s clothes.  A weighing  machine  is  provided 

to  „MekdlCal  0fficer  s Consulting  Room.— This  room  has  direct  access 
to  weighing  room,  and  is  enamelled  white  it  is  fitted  will.  r , 

fire-clay  sink  with  ho,  and  cold  water'  service  a, id  hal  been  Tuilv 

arr^nneUmeTflir'wmk^  A"te-Nata'  C"™***"-  which 

was  tch 

who  reside  in  houses  which  are  not  provided  with  bath-  Th  m°thers 
abundant  supp  y of  hot  water  and  th-  h r " ° ths'  here  Is  an 
mented  by  an  ‘‘Ideal  Heller  ’’  aiTangement  is  aug- 


Ihe  building  is  heated  and  lighted  by 


means  of  electricity. 
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The  second  floor,  with  some  part  of  the  ground  floor,  is  reserved 
for  the  Caretakers. 

During  the  year  the  Institute  was  visited  by  Dr.  Laura  Pugh  and 
Dr.  Wade,  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health;  Dr.  Colston  Williams,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  County;  the  representatives  of  neighbouring 
Local  Authorities;  several  Penarth  doctors,  and  many  residents,  all 
of  whom  expressed  their  appreciation  of  the  gift  and  admiration  of  the 
way  in  which  it  had  been  planned  and  equipped  for  use  as  an  Infant 
Welfare  Centre. 

The  following  Official  Consultations  are  held  at  the  Institute:  — 

Weekly— 

Mondays — Dental  Clinic. 

Tuesdays,  3 p.m. — Infant  Consultations. 

Thursdays,  3 p.m. — Infant  Consultations. 

Monthly — 

Last  Wednesday  in  each  month,  1 1 a.m.- — Maternity  Clinic. 

Besides  this  official  work,  the  Voluntary  Committee  of  the  Babies’ 
Welfare  Club  hold  a Sewing  Party  to  make  garments  for  needy  children 
every  Monday  afternoon  during  the  winter  months,  and  a Sewing  Class 
and  Clothing  Club  for  mothers  every  Wednesday  afternoon.  They 
also  run  a Coal  Club  and  a Penny  Bank,  and  sell  special  foods, 
mothercraft  pamphlets,  materials  for  children’s  garments,  etc.,  to  the 
poorer  mothers  who  attend  the  consultations,  and  give  foods  and  lend 
maternity  bags  and  perambulators  in  cases  of  real  necessity. 

A branch  of  the  Centre  flourishes  at  Cogan.  Infant  Consultations 
are  held  there  on  Friday  afternoons,  and  a Sewing  Class  and  Clothing 
Club  on  Tuesdays,  both  well  attended  by  mothers  residing  in  that 
district. 

There  was  a travelling  Heauth  Exhibition,  organised  by  the  County 
Council  for  Infant  Welfare,  held  in  the  County  Schools,  by  permission 
of  the  Governors,  from  September  8th  to  September  12th  inclusive,  and 
was  a complete  success.  Groups  of  the  elder  girls  from  the  Schools 
in  the  district  were  taken  there,  and  were  much  interested,  and  many  of 
them  wrote  excellent  essays  on  what  they  had  seen,  heard  and  learnt. 
Your  Chairman  offered  prizes  for  the  best  essays. 


15 


THE  MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  FILM,  “WELL  BORN.” 

On  December  1 7th,  1 8th  and  19th,  this  film  was  shown  at  the 
Windsor  Kinema,  and  the  mothers  attending  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
were  given  admission  free  of  charge  by  the  generosity  of  Messrs. 
Willmore  Bros.,  Ltd.,  the  owners  of  the  Windsor  Kinema. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACTS,  1907  AND  1915. 


The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  306. 


Your  Health  Visitor,  Miss  Davies,  reports  as  follows:  — 
“During  the  year  I made  2,516  visits  to  homes:  — 


First  Visits  ...  ...  ...  254 

Re-Visits  ...  ...  ...  1921 

Pre-Natal  Visits  ...  ...  ...  251 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  25 

Cases  of  Measles  ...  ...  ...  64 


The  welcome  manner  in  which  I have  been  received  at  the  homes 
is  most  encouraging  and  helpful  in  my  Work.  At  all  visits  the  impor- 
tance of  breast  feeding  is  emphasised,  and  the  mothers  are  encouraged 
to  persevere  with  it.  The  importance  of  fresh  air,  sunlight,  and  cleanli- 
ness, not  only  of  the  person,  but  also  of  the  surroundings,  is  impressed 
upon  the  mothers. 


I am  indebted  to  the  midwives  for  the  help  they  have  given  in 
sending  me  particulars  of  necessitous  expectant  and  nursing  mothers, 
and  tor  their  efforts  to  encourage  mothers  to  use  the  Welfare  Centres. 

There  has  been  a good  deal  of  distress  during  the  year  caused 

y unemployment,  and  relief  has  been  given  by  the  Council  by  the 
supply  of  food  and  milk. 

j Tk gra-rful  rto  ,thf  various  townspeople  for  the  help  they  have 

muctr:lb/ed1»YlPt'cina?ei  #*"  US''U' 
a..enItei"t\h?rartin„Sg  aHend'd’  lh' 


LABORATORY  WORK. 
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Specimen 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  53 

Sputum  for  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  15 

Enteric  ...  ...  ...  1 

Samples  of  Tap  Water  taken  ...  4 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  following  is  a list  of  Adoptive  Acts  and  Bye-Laws  relating 
to  the  public  health  in  force  in  the  district:  — 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907;  Parts  II.,  III.,  IV. 
(except  Section  61),  V.,  VI.,  and  X.,  enforced  from  13th  November, 
1908. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907 — 1915. 

Bye-Laws  with  respect  to  New  Buildings. 

Bye-Laws  with  respect  to  Drains  of  existing  Buildings. 

Bye-Laws  with  respect  to  Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses,  enforced 
from  1893. 

Bye-Laws  with  respect  to  Slaughter  Houses. 

Regulations  with  respect  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 
enforced  from  2nd  March,  1903. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 


There  are  four  licensed  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  which 
are  ill  adapted  to  modern  requirements.  The  question  of  the  provision 
of  a Public  Abattoir  is  again  receiving  the  consideration  of  the  Council, 
and  I cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  necessity  of  proceeding  with  the 
erection  of  a suitable  Public  Abattoir  without  further  delay. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  the 
County  Council  has  appointed  a whole-time  Veterinary  Surgeon  who 
will  undertake  the  inspection  of  dairy  cattle  and  the  ‘‘i™ 

cattle  suspected  to  be  affected  with  Tuberculosis.  This  is  very  impor 
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tant  work,  and  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority  are  co-operating  in  every 
way  possible,  as  it  is  only  by  the  elimination  of  suspected  animals 
from  the  milking  herds  that  a tubercle  free  milk  will  be  obtained. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DISINFECTION. 

The  number  of  Patients  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital  was  25. 
The  number  of  rooms  disinfected  was  51. 

The  number  of  bags  of  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected  was  36. 


SCAVENGING. 

• s^s*;ernat*c  collection  of  house  refuse  from  most  of  the  houses 

is  made  daily,  Sundays  excepted,  and  not  less  than  three  times  a week 
from  the  whole  district,  by  the  Council’s  own  workmen.  It  is  con- 
veyed  in  properly  constructed  scavenging  carts  to  the  refuse  tips, 
which  lie,  one  on  the  extreme  Northern  boundary  and  one  on  the 
extreme  Western  boundary  of  the  town.  Both  of  these  tips  are  fenced 
in  and  all  paper  collected  is  burnt,  but  light  refuse  is  often  blown 
about  by  the  wind.  The  purchase  of  a proper  refuse  destructor  would 
be  - advantage.  The  heat  generated  from  the  burning  of  the 
rubbish  could  possibly  be  utilised,  and  the  clinker  which  is  left  could 
be  used  as  a foundation  for  roads. 

The  streets  and  back  lanes  are  all  well  scavenged  and  cleaned. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

No  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  within  the  district. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1907. 

All  the  workshops,  of  which  there  are  82  on  the  register  have 
ofetherAc!ar  y m$PeCted  and  f°Und  t0  haVC  fulfiIIed  the  requirements 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

sSHffS  SIAM  T 

following  TCaCbr-dati0n  °f  the  Elementary  Sch°°,s  » ‘hown  in  the 
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Elementary  School. 

Accommodat 

IN 

Boys 

Girls  Infants 

Mixed 

Total 

Victoria  C.C. 

332 

325  i 310 

— 

967 

Albert  Road  C.C. 

358 

293  257 

— 

908 

Cogan  C C. 

254 

270  1 230 

— 

754 

Penarth  R.C.  (St.  Joseph's!  ... 

— 

— 1 74 

142 

216 

Penarth  Church  of  England 

— 

— 1 52 

139 

191 

Llandough  Church  of  England 

— 

— 35 

124 

159 

Each  School  is  provided  with  a constant  supply  of  pure  water, 
good  drainage,  good  sanitary  fittings,  urinals,  etc.  The  urinals  are  all 
flushed  with  automatic  flushing  tanks. 

The  ventilation,  heating,  lighting,  and  seating  arrangements  are 
all  satisfactory. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  Schools  during  the  year 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  The  closest  co-operation  exists 
between  the  School  Medical  Officer  of  the  County  and  myself  for 
dealing  with  cases  of  infectious  diseases  among  the  scholars,  thereby 
enabling  early  exclusion. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  district  is  within  the  area  of  supply  of  the  City  of  Cardiff. 
It  is  an  upland  surface  water  from  the  Brecknock  Beacons,  and  the 
service  is  constant.  Quarterly  samples  are  submitted  for  analysis,  both 
chemical  and  bacteriological,  and  the  results  show  it  to  be  of  a pure 
soft  water,  free  from  contamination  and  poisonous  metals. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  Sewerage  system  is  the  combined  water-carriage  system,  with 
four  different  outfalls  into  the  Channel  and  tidal  estuary,  and  is  suffi- 
cient for  all  parts  of  the  district. 


HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT)  REGULATIONS,  1910 
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Number  of  Homes  Inspected 
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General  Character  of  Defects  found  to  Exist 
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The  sewers  are  constructed  partly  of  egg-shaped  (brick  and  con- 
crete) and  stoneware  pipes.  The  new  sewer  on  the  south  of  the  town 
is  now  complete.  This  is  the  largest  sewer  outfall;  it  is  egg-shape  for 
1,450  feet  from  the  foreshore  to  Laverncck  Road,  and  constructed  of 
concrete  invert  and  sides,  having  brickwork  arches.  All  the  houses 
previously  drained  into  cesspools  have  been  connected,  or  are  in  course 
of  being  connected,  to  this  sewer. 

In  another  outlying  part  of  the  town  there  are  twelve  houses  from 
which  the  sewerage  is  treated  in  a septic  tank. 

The  extension  of  the  Penarth  Head  and  Kymin  Sewers  to  beyond 
low-water  mark  is  now  complete,  and  will  obviate  any  possible  nuisance 
arising. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

All  the  houses  in  the  town  are  fitted  with  closets  on  the  watej- 
carriage  system,  except  eleven  cottages  on  the  outlying  part  of  the 
district,  which  have  earth  closets.  A number  of  the  cottages  are  fitted 
with  the  long  hopper  type  of  pan,  and  have  to  be  hand-flushed,  but 
all  the  new  houses  are  fitted  with  the  wash-down  type  of  pan  and  with 
a proper  flushing  tank. 

HOUSING. 

The  general  housing  conditions  of  the  district  is  fairly  satisfactory. 
There  has  been,  and  is  still,  a shortage  of  houses  for  the  working  class, 
and  the  following  measures  have  been  taken  or  contemplated  to  meet 
this  shortage : — . 

HOUSING  ACT,  1919. 

The  Council  purchased  and  developed  22  acres  of  land,  and  249 
houses  have  been  erected  thereon  by  private  enterprise.  The  majority 
of  the  houses  are  of  subsidy  area. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1923. 

The  Council  have  granted  under  this  Act  189  subsidies  of  £100, 

£1 8,900— to  assist  people  to  secure  their  own  houses,  and  in  addition 

have  advanced  £73,380  on  mortgage.  This  encourages  people  to 
become  their  own  landlords,  which  is  a great  advantage  to  the  com- 
munity. 

The  Council  also  erected  and  sold  to  the  occupiers  22  houses,  and 
built  a further  12  houses  which  are  let.  Forty-three  more  houses  are  m 
course  of  construction,  which  will  be  let  at  a moderate  lent. 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  is  good,  and  the  defects  found 


21 


have  mostly  been  of  a minor  character,  chiefly  due  to  neglect  of  owners. 
There  has  been  no  great  difficulty  in  remedying  the  same. 

Unhealthy  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Bye-laws  relating  to  houses,  to  houses  let,  lodgings,  and  to 

tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  None 

PARKS  AND  OPEN  SPACES. 

The  Earl  of  Plymouth  presented  to  the  town  13  acres  of  land 
situated  on  the  southern  side,  which  has  been  laid  out  for  athletic  pur- 
poses, football,  cricket,  tennis,  etc. 

Ornamental  Dutch  Gardens  have  been  constructed  on  the  Esplanade. 

The  Penarth  Promenade  and  Landing  Stage  has  been  acquired 
by  the  Council,  who  are  re-building  it  and  carrying  out  extensive 
alterations,  with  a large  new  pavilion  and  other  improved  accommo- 
dation. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  Public  Urinals  have  been  overhauled  and  new  fittings  pro- 
vided. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  for  an  underground  convenience  for 
both  sexes,  to  be  erected  in  Albert  Road. 

TOWN  PLANNING. 

A Town  Planning  scheme  is  being  prepared,  and  measures  taken 
for  the  future  of  the  town. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made  during  Year. 
Housing  Acts. 


Inspection 

of  District  Regulations,  1910-1925 

508 

Public  Health  Acts. 

Inspection 

on  Complaints 

281 

tt 

to  houses  to  abolish  cesspools  and  drain  con- 

67 

nections  to  new  sewer 

• * 

Workshops,  etc.  ...  ...' 

150 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection 

48 

** 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops 

60 

** 

Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses 

20 

St 

Meat  Regulations,  1924 

40 

Total 

1174 

Number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year  and  result  of  service 
of  such  notices. 


Informal  Notices — 


Housing  Acts  ...  326 

Public  Health  Acts  ...  231 


Complied  with. 

204 

220 


In  Hand  or  having 
Attention. 


122 

II 


Total  ...  557 


424  ...  133 


Statutory  Notices — 

Housing  Acts 
Public  Health  Acts  ... 


60 

23 


50  ...  10 

16  ...  7 


66  ...  17 


Total 


83 


23 


n 

A* 


TABULAR  SUMMARY.  WORK  AND  DEFECTS  RECORDED. 

No.  of  Inspections  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  508 

„ Inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  660 

,,  Informal  Notices  to  remedy  the  undermentioned  defects  553 
„ Statutory  Notices  „ , ,,  „ 83 

„ Drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  Defective  drains  and  drain  traps  ...  ...  32 

„ Downpipes  acting  as  drain  ventilators 
„ Cesspools  abolished  and  houses  connected  to  sewers 
,,  Defective  Flushing  Tanks 

Roofs,  shutes  and  down  pipes  ... 

Yard  paving 

Ceilings  and  walls  (internal)  ... 

Damp  walls,  plastering,  etc.  (external) 

Sinks 

Firegrates,  washing  boilers 
Chimneys  and  flues 
Floors 

..  „ Manure  receptacles 

Repairs  wanted  to  doors,  windows,  stairs,  etc. 

Repairs  wanted  to  Closets 
Overcrowding 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a nuisance 
Premises  want  cleansing  ... 

Foul  accumulations 
Overflowing  cesspools 
New  W.C.’s  for  workshops 
Limewashing  shops 
Defects  unclassified 
Rooms  disinfected 

Persons  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital 

Bags  of  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  disinfected  in  steam  disinfector 

Only  in  one  case  was  it  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  to 
abate  a nuisance  from  the  above  mentioned  list. 


67 

19 

265 

83 

186 

53 

15 

159 

35 
167 

2 

310 

106 

4 

1 

6 

2 
2 

5 
3 

63 

51 

23 

36 


COMPLAINTS. 

During  the  year  28 1 complaints  were  received,  and  each  complaint 

round11^511!831^’  3 th°Ugh  ln  many  cases  no  cause  for  action  was 
H 7 'l  WaS  notamatter  concerning  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

Restriction  ^ ^ 

destroy'^hem  ™ ^ ^ 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP’S  ETC.,  ACTS. 

There  are  82  premises  on  the  register.  150  inspections  were  made 
and  informal  notices  served  to  remedy  defects  and  5 statutory  nodes 
served  for  want  of  proper  W.C.  accommodation.  Whenever  cleansing 
or  lime-washing  was  necessary  and  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  occu- 
piers, it  was  attended  to.  Four  complaints  were  received  from  the 
Inspector  of  Factories,  which  were  immediately  inquired  into  and  the 
cause  of  complaint  remedied. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  four  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  three  of 
which  are  situated  at  the  rear  of  premises,  and  are  ill-adapted  for 
modern  requirements,  the  other  (used  exclusively  for  pig  slaughtering) 
is  very  clean,  but  in  too  close  proximity  to  dwelling  houses  and 
limited  in  space.  During  the  year  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
were  82  beasts,  41  calves,  1,486  sheep  and  1,715  pigs,  from  which 
3741bs.  offal,  3641bs.  pork  and  361bs.  beef  were  condemned  and 
voluntarily  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  food  and  destroyed. 

MEAT  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

All  shops  to  which  the  regulations  apply  were  inspected,  including 
21  retail  butchers’  shops,  and  were  found  satisfactory. 

SEAMEN’S  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  six  Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses  in  the  district,  all  of  which 
are  kept  clean  and  satisfactory. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  are  6 cowkeepers  and  30  retail  purveyors  of  milk  regis- 
tered in  the  district,  all  of  whose  premises  are  kept  clean  and 
satisfactory. 

The  cesspool  and  old  drains  at  the  Cornerswell  Farm  have  been 
removed,  and  a new  drainage  system,  including  four  new  water  closets 

is  in  course  of  completion. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  RAT  AND  MICE  ACT. 

Periodically  “ Rodine  ” rat  poison  was  deposited  at  all  the  town’s 
sewer  entrances  and  on  the  two  refuse  tips,  with  the  result  that  large 
numbers  of  baits  were  taken ; also  at  the  tips  Cyanide  Gas  was 
mechanically  forced  into  rat  holes,  the  result  being  that  few  rats  are 
at  present  observed. 
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Thirty-four  applications  from  occupiers  of  premises  for  poison 
have  received  attention,  and  instructions  as  to  its  use  given. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  ...  141 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  Housing  Acts — 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  71 

(c)  Without  State  Assistance  ...  ...  ...  70 

I. — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  hous- 

ing defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  898 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspector  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  508 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  326 

2-  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence oi  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers.  Housing  Acts,  204,  P.H.A.  220  ...  424 

3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.— Proceeding  under  Sec.  3.  Housing  Act.  1925— 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  60 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  50 

(b)  By  L.A.  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  Nil. 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  • • • 23 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  •••  16 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  ...  Nil. 

GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  in  1921  was  3,164, 
of  which  rather  more  than  one  half  are  cottages  and  small  villas  with 
rents  ranging  from  five  to  eleven  shillings  per  week  inclusive,  plus  the 
recent  increases  under  the  Rent  Acts.  The  remainder  are  of  the  better 
class  residential  houses. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  throughout  the  district  is  good. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  thank  the  Health  Committee,  the  Babies 
Welfare  Committee,  and  my  co-officials  of  the  Council,  for  their  help 
and  assistance  in  the  discharge  of  my  public  duties. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CHAS.  A.  JONES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


